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Serving the town of South Hadley 


BHMA completes second 





By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY -—- The 
Bernon Music Center on _ the 
campus of the Berkshire Hills 
Music Academy was abuzz on 
Monday afternoon, as residents 
and essential staffers received 
their second dose of Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

The Woodbridge St. institu- 
tion is eligible to offer its popula- 
tion inoculations due to its status 
as a residential facility for adults 
with intellectual and develop- 
mental disabilities. Securing vac- 
cines was a priority for BHMA 
Executive Director Michelle 
Theroux. 

“For the residents, getting 
COVID has much more dire 
health consequences than any 
side effect from the vaccine,’ said 
Theroux. “For example, an indi- 
vidual with down syndrome has 
a 10 times higher fatality rate if 
he or she were to get COVID-19. 
For us, that’s the driving factor as 
to why we encourage the vacci- 
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round of vaccinations 





Photo by Dalton Zbierski 
CVS Pharmacist Brendan Long administers a dose of the Pfizer 
vaccine to BHMA Dance and Movement Supervisor Mary Ann Holmes 
on the afternoon of Feb. 8. 
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Dynamic 
leader 
needed at 
Soldiers’ 
Home 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


CHICOPEE — _Insuffi- 
cient leadership enabled the 
COVID-19 outbreak at the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke to 
claim the lives of at least 76 
veterans last year. It has be- 
come clear that more will be 
expected out of the next per- 
manent Superintendent. 

On Feb. 9, the Special Joint 
Oversight Committee on the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke 
COVID-19 Outbreak met for 
the second time in 2021. A 
panel of state representatives 
and senators heard testimony 
from many individuals, includ- 
ing multiple members of the 
facility’s Board of Trustees. 

“Going forward, the ap- 
propriate thing to do is have 
someone who is qualified in 
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Search continues for missing Chicopee boy 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


CHICOPEE -— An 11-year-old Chicop- 
ee boy is missing, and an extensive search 
remains ongoing as of Wednesday eve- 
ning. Aiden Blanchard was last seen on 
Feb. 5 around 11:30 a.m. near Old Field 
Rd, heading towards the Medina Street 
boat ramp in Chicopee’s Willimansett 
neighborhood. 

Local and state authorities are spear- 
heading the search for Blanchard, and the 
Massachusetts State Police Marine Unit 
has now searched the Connecticut River 
on multiple occasions. The Chicopee Riv- 
er has been searched as well. 

In addition to divers and boats, drones 
from the State Police Air Wing were used. 

The search temporarily paused last 
weekend due to lack of evidence, high 
winds and heavy snowfall, but has since 
resumed. No evidence of Blanchard has 
been discovered, but law enforcement 
agencies continue to survey the area. 

“The Chicopee Police Detective Bu- 
reau is following all leads and continues 
to be in contact with his family,” read a 
Feb. 9 post on the CPD’s Facebook page. 

Blanchard is five-feet tall and weighs 
approximately 100 pounds. He has brown 
hair, blue eyes and was last seen wearing 
a red ski jacket, black ski pants and black 
sneakers. 

Police believe that Blanchard was 
alone at the time of his disappearance, 
and no foul play is suspected at this time, 
although investigators are pursuing all 
leads. 

Anyone with pertinent information 
relating to Blanchard’s disappearance is 
encouraged to call 911 or the CPD at 413- 
594-1639. 

The city of Chicopee is all too famil- 
iar with the disappearance of a child on or 
along one of its bodies of water. The body 
of a missing 10-year-old boy was recov- 
ered from the Chicopee River on Dec. 31, 
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2019 after a four-day search. 

The body of the fifth-grade student at 
Sgt. Robert R. Litwin School was discov- 
ered by public safety workers in boats and 
by dive teams searching underwater. 

During the same 2019 incident, an 
11-year-old boy from Pawtucket, RI, a 
cousin of the Litwin School student, was 
discovered in the frigid Chicopee River 
and succumbed to his injuries in the hos- 
pital. 

Since November of 2020, seven Chi- 
copee girls have gone missing; the inci- 
dents are unrelated to the Connecticut or 
Chicopee River. 

Most of the girls have since been ac- 
counted for, but Saray Ortiz, 16, has been 
missing since Jan. 26. 

Hayleigh Gonzalez, 14, ran away on 
Jan. 5 and was last seen in Springfield. 
Crystal Badillo, 15, ran away on Nov. 11, 








Photos from MA State Police 


The Massachusetts State Police Marine 
Unit is circling the Connecticut and 
Chicopee Rivers in hopes of locating 
11-year-old Chicopee student Aiden 
Blanchard. 


2020 and was last seen in the area of St. 
James Avenue in Springfield. 

Individuals with any information per- 
taining to Blanchard, Ortiz, Gonzalez or 
Badillo are urged to contact the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Chil- 
dren, which can be reached at 1-800-THE- 
LOST. 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 
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nation process for residents and staff.” 

BHMA serves its residents in a con- 
gregate care setting, resulting in its desig- 
nation under the first phase of the state’s 
vaccine rollout plan. The academy’s first 
round of inoculations occurred on Jan. 18. 

Brendan Long, a CVS _ pharmacist, 
was on-hand on Feb. 8 to complete vac- 
cinations. When Long finished his work 
on Monday, more than 90% of BHMA 
residents and approximately 70% of staff 
members had received their second Pfizer 
shot. 

“People are really thrilled. They’re 
grateful and excited to be part of moving 
forward and, hopefully, getting back to 
whatever the new normal is sooner than 
later,’ said Theroux. 

Operating at a state-mandated limited 


capacity, BHMA currently serves 17 res- 
idents and employs 68 staff members; in- 
dividuals must consent to receiving a shot. 

Each individual, who received a shot 
on Feb. 8, was required to complete an ob- 
servation window of 15 minutes, allowing 
staff to monitor their reactions. Residents 
or staff members with an underlying con- 
dition were required to wait 30 minutes. 

Prior to inoculations, staff members 
learned about the symptoms that are com- 
monplace with COVID-19 vaccines to en- 
sure that they aren’t confused with those 
resulting from the novel coronavirus. 

Few people enjoy receiving a shot, 
but optimism was prevalent at BHMA on 
Monday nonetheless. 

Mark Palardy, a 24-year-old resident, 
who enjoys making music, has been im- 
pressed by the institution’s response to the 
unprecedented pandemic. 
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“T think we’ve learned how to adapt; 
to wash your hands really good and to 
keep socially-distanced and to just know 
that this virus will always be here,’ said 
Palardy. “It will never go away, but this 
is a good step in that if we ever come to 
a thing like this again, we know what to 
expect.” 

Although the pandemic has _ lasted 
nearly a year, Music Instructor Breanna 
Rzeznik acknowledged that she was near- 
ly caught off guard by how quickly vac- 
cines arrived on campus. As many Mas- 
sachusetts residents wait to be inoculated, 
Rzeznik and her colleagues counted their 
blessings. 

“A lot of us are very reflective on how 
fortunate we are to be getting this. It’s cool 
to finally be at this point,” said Rzeznik. 

BHMA has evolved over the course of 
the pandemic. Technology has prevailed, 
allowing residents to learn, connect and 
play music virtually. 

Rzeznik feels strongly that many pos- 
itive lessons were learned during a diffi- 
cult, non-relenting experience. 

“It’s a great community, and the pan- 
demic has made everyone aware of how 
much everyone has one another’s backs,” 
she said. “It’s been a challenge figuring out 
how to get to the same places that we’ve 
always been able to get to, but [we’re] tak- 
ing crazy different paths to get there. It’s 
been cool to see.” 

Theroux has also been inspired by the 
resilient spirit that the BHMA communi- 
ty has exemplified. She is confident that 
inoculations are a major step in the right 
direction. 

“It’s great that we are able to do it for 
our BHMA community as well as the 








Photo by Dalton Zbierski 
Mark Palardy, a 24-year-old BHMA 
resident greatly enjoys making music and 
looks forward to the future after being 
inoculated on Feb. 8. 


greater community. Again, it’s whatever 
we can do to get back to the new normal 
SO we can Start reengaging in the lives that 
we are all missing, hopefully sooner or lat- 
er,’ said Theroux. 

After the third round of inoculations 
wraps up in the coming weeks, BHMA 
will continue to surveillance test staff 
members and residents while promoting 
safe practices such as social distancing 
and mask wearing. 

More information pertaining to the in- 
stitution can be located at www.berkshire- 
hills.org. 
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Ruby Ellen Bosinske 
Died: Dec. 12, 2020 


DAs office states 
OUI cases could 
see new trails 


Staff report 


REGION — The Northwestern Dis- 
trict Attorney’s Office will this be mail- 
ing letters to approximately 3,100 people 
who were convicted of operating under 
the influence of alcohol between 2011 
and 2018, notifying them that they may 
be entitled to seek a new trial based on 
unreliable breathalyzer results. 

Breath test results in criminal cases 
between 2011 and 2018 were deemed 
inadmissible as the result of litigation in 
the Boston Municipal and District Court 
Departments, in which several criminal 
defendants challenged the reliability 
of the test results. After a lengthy evi- 
dentiary hearing, Judge Robert Brennan 
ruled in February 2017 that the breatha- 
lyzer machine in question (the Alcotest 
9510) “operates in a manner that produc- 
es scientifically reliable blood alcohol 
content results [and that] the source code 
underlying the Alcotest 9510 breathalyz- 
er device was developed and implement- 
ed in a manner that produces scientifical- 
ly reliable BAC results.” 

However, Judge Brennan found that 
the annual calibration and certification 
methodology employed by the Office 
of Alcohol Testing between June 2011 
and Sept. 2014 was deficient, resulting 
in scientifically unreliable BAC results. 
He further ruled that breathalyzer results 
would not be allowed back into evidence 
until OAT implemented reliable methods 
for calibrating and certifying the ma- 
chines, which happened in 2019 when 
OAT obtained accreditation. Breathalyz- 
er results have been used in court ever 
since. 

Based on the results of the breatha- 
lyzer litigation, all criminal defendants 
who took the breathalyzer between 2011 
and 2018 and were subsequently con- 
victed of OUI-alcohol will receive letters 
notifying them of their right to challenge 
their convictions. This includes defen- 
dants who went to trial and were found 
guilty; defendants who resolved their 
cases through guilty pleas; and defen- 
dant whose cases were “continued with- 
out a finding” and eventually dismissed 
after successfully completing a short 
period of probation. If an eligible defen- 
dant chooses to challenge their convic- 
tion, they may be entitled to a new trial, 
at which the Commonwealth would have 
to prove their guilt without relying upon 
the breathalyzer result. 

Between 2011 = and 
2018, there were approxi- 
mately 3,100 OUI-alcohol 
prosecutions in Hampshire 
and Franklin Counties in 
which defendants took the 
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BOS appoints new School Com member 


School Com Chair 
steps down 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


GRANBY - To fill the vacancy left by 
former Granby School Committee Chair 
Emre Evren, the Selectboard appointed 
Jill Pelletier to the committee on Monday 
evening. 

In mid-January, Evren announced he 
would be stepping down from the school 
committee effective at the end of the 
month. 

The former Vice Chair Jennifer Bar- 
tosz has now taken over as chair of the 
committee. 

At its Feb. 2 meeting, the School 
Committee also announced the two peo- 
ple interested in filling the vacancy — Jill 
Pelletier and Rita Abbott. 

Pelletier spoke to her ability to serve 
in the Monday, Feb. 8 joint meeting of 
the School Committee and Selectboard. 

Pelletier said she credited her experi- 
ence as a parent, an educator and a regu- 
lar attendee in of the meeting made her a 
good candidate. She works as an Assisted 
Principal at Chestnut Hill Community 
School in Belchertown. 

“T’ve been regularly attending meet- 
ings and observing the process in Granby. 
My daughter 1s in the public schools. Af- 
ter observing what’s going on, seeing my 
daughter taking part in personally in the 
schools, I feel like it offers a good mix of 
experiences to apply it to this,” she said. 

Pelletier was asked if she had “thick 


Granby Lions Club 
host ‘Groundhog Fuel 
Assistance Fund’ 


GRANBY — Once again this win- 
ter heating season, the Granby Lions 
Club has established an emergency 
fuel assistance fund for Granby resi- 
dents. This fund, titled the “Groundhog 
Fund,’ will enable residents of Granby 
to obtain needed assistance for fuel to 
help them through the next six weeks 
of winter. 

The Lions Club Groundhog Fund 
will begin helping residents on Feb. 2 
and will continue until March 16. 

Residents who would like to apply 
for needed assistance need to complete 
an application and these applications 
are available at the Dressel’s Service 
Station on Route 202 during their busi- 
ness hours of 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
Monday through Friday. 

The Granby Lions Club appreciates 
the continuing support that the commu- 
nity of Granby gives to their projects 
and activities. 
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skin,’ by Granby Selectboard member 
Jennifer Silva who added that “in today’s 
climate you’re going to need it.” 

“T think given my role currently in ed- 
ucation, being an administrator, you have 
to,” she said. “I also think that keeping in 
mind what your ultimate focus is when 
you're looking to support students, and 
understanding that perspective, the col- 
lective whole, is hopefully everyone’s 
goal.” 

Selectboard member Jay Joyce said 
he favored Pelletier based on her expe- 
rience. 

“To find her so qualified, for the past 
16 years she worked in public schools 

a special educator and an administra- 
tor. I think the school community would 
be lucky to have someone (like this) on 
board at this time,’ he said. “Both the 
school committee and Jill can feel each 
other to see if she wants to run in the fu- 
ture.” 

Abbott was not present in the meet- 
ing, and members, including Bartosz at- 
tempted to reach out to her. 

School Committee member Audrey 
Siudak suggested the Selectboard take a 
vote that evening, citing the limited time 
the committee had between its next meet- 
ing — where members are expected to 
vote during an executive session. 

“To me this is pretty telling. This is 
important. If you were really interested 
then you knew last week’s meeting got 
cancelled, you’d want to make sure you 
knew when the next one was,” she said. 

Pelletier will serve until the spring 
town election in May, when she would 
need to run for reelection if she so choose. 
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59. Moves earth 


34. Pertains to the male CLUES DOWN 


At its Jan. 19 meeting, Evren told the 
committee he would be stepping down. 

“We talk about the commitment every 
school committee member makes to this 
work. I know for a fact that every mem- 
ber came with a lot of passion, a lot of 
interest in public education and to bring 
some change to our school district,’ he 
said. “I was lucky enough to get on this 
committee close to nine years ago and I 
learned a lot from all of you. I learned 
from the people in the school district and 
the school community.” 

Evren said due to an increase of de- 
mands in his professional and personal 
life, he would be stepping down at the 
end of January. 

“Tam happy the way this school com- 
mittee found a way to sit down put its 
collective head together and find solu- 
tion to things. That passion and commit- 
ment also means a time commitment, it 
means making sure they are delivered,” 
he said. “Many of you know I’ve been 
talking about my load getting a little 
heavier outside of the school committee 
this year and the weight of my personal 
and professional commitment is getting 
heavy. I need to focus on those, and I am 
concerned I will not be able to devote the 
time that I always love to devote for the 
school related activities.” 

He thanked the committee members, 
past and present. 

“Tam lucky to have shared some meet- 
ings with you,” he said. “I want to thank 
everyone in the community for your 
feedback, for your encouragement, for 
your own passion for the public schools 
and for your support for so many years.” 
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19. The 6th letter of the 
Greek alphabet 

21. Fishing net 

22. Midway between 
south and 
southeast 

23. A way to sort 

25.C CC 

26. Popular sports 
podcast (abbr.) 57. Stringed 

2/. Discount instruments 

29. Consumes tobacco 58. Redgrave, 

31. A way to run actress 


44. Being of use or 
service 

46. Have a yen for 

48. Unknowingness 

52. Dry white wine 
drink 

53. Unwinds 

54. Traveling by sea 

56. Outdoor 
entertaining areas 


breathalyzer and were later 
convicted or received a con- 
tinuation without a finding. 
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Fresh flower care 
and flowers for free 


ith St. Valentine’s Day coming up this 

W Sunday, my thoughts turn to flowers 
and chocolate. Flowers because I am 

who I am, and chocolate, 
because I am surely hop- 
ing hubby will provide 
ample quantities in a 
heart-shaped box! Any- 
way, back to the flowers. 

Many folks will be 
graced with a bouquet of 
cut flowers in honor of 
this special holiday, and 
I have some tips up my 
sleeve to make sure you 
get longevity out of your 
gift. No matter how your 
flowers make it home, 
either in a sleeve or in a 
box, chances are they’ ve 
been out of water for 
some time. Once stems 
start to seal up, water and nutrients won’t be 
able to flow and their lifespan could be cut short. 
Therefore, the first thing you ought to do is recut 
them. Your goal is to have a clean cut, one that 
won’t crush the flower’s vascular system. 

In fact, P’'ve never understood advice that 
mentions smashing floral stems; don’t do it! Use 
bypass clippers, or if you’re comfortable, a sharp 
knife. Household scissors usually aren’t sharp 
enough, since they are geared more for cutting 
paper or fabric. Most advice books recommend 
making your cut on a 45 degree angle to expose 
the most surface area possible to water. Another 
trick is to cut the flower stems under water—this 
process will prevent air bubbles from clogging 
the stems. I usually fill a clean sink or bucket, 
submerge the flower stems and cut | or 2” off the 
bottom. If you’ve ever had a rose with a bent 
head, that is an air bubble at work. Try re-cutting 
the stem under water and hopefully the bubble 
will be forced out. 

As you move your flowers into a vase (make 
sure it’s clean!), remove any leaves that you es- 
timate will be under the water line. Waterlogged 
leaves will rot and make bacteria that can clog 
stems, shorten vase life and make quite a stench! 
Some flowers do better if most of their foliage is 
removed, the reason being that the leaves draw 
water away from the main stem, and therefore 
away from the flower head. I generally snip off all 
the leaves of lilac, and remove all but the upper- 
most leaves of hydrangeas and zinnias. Usually 
a small packet of floral preservative is included 
along with your flowers. Using this in your vase 
of water will feed the blooms and encourage them 
to open to their fullest, vivid-color potential! 

This year, Valentine’s Day coincides with the 
start of February vacation. Why not snip some 
branches of your favorite spring shrubs for a neat 
experiment with the kids? Just think, when the 
bought flowers are long gone, you’ll have some 
others waiting in the wings. The most common 
shrub to force in the vase is the forsythia; it can 
be done as early as late January or February, and 
right up until regular, outdoor bloom time. 

Cut the branches on a day that temperatures 
are above freezing. The best for forcing are those 
that have many swollen buds. Bring them indoors 
and recut the stems just as you did for your cut 
flowers: under water and with a diagonal cut. The 
branches can then be put in a container or vase 
with a few inches of water in it. 

I usually steer away from using floral preser- 
vative on flowering shrubs. Any side branches or 
buds that fall below the water line should be re- 
moved. Change the water every few days to pre- 
vent bacteria growth. If kept in a warm room, 
buds should break within a few weeks. Many 
other of our favorite spring-blooming trees and 
shrubs can also be forced into bloom. Try the 
same approach with redbud, honeysuckle, cra- 
bapple, magnolia and flowering almond, cherry 
and plum. 


IN THE 
GARDEN 
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Roberta McQuaid 





Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has 
held the position of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it 
to ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion” in the subject line. 
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(especially at 4,003 feet)! 


By Julie Midura 
Correspondent 


ast week, Tom and I braced ourselves 
[> we stepped out of our car at Rocky 

Branch Trailhead to hike to the summit 
of 4,003-foot Mt. Isolation. The temperature 
on our car thermometer read negative 2 de- 
grees! 

We strapped on our snowshoes as fast as 
we could, slung our heavy winter backpacks 
over our shoulders, grabbed our trekking 
poles, and headed up the trail as fast as our 
legs could carry us. We had just one thing in 
mind — move quickly in an attempt to gen- 
erate heat. 

When Tom and I first learned about the 
list of 48 4,000-foot mountains in New 
Hampshire, we envisioned hiking on balmy 
summer days under bright sunny skies while 
our boots struck the dirt and rock-strewn path 
beneath our feet. But somewhere along the 
way, we fell in love with hiking so much — 
or maybe we just lost all sense of self-preser- 
vation — that we decided to continue climbing 
the mountains right through winter. Although 
we did extensive research beforehand on how 
to be safe while hiking up such big moun- 
tains on frigid winter days, much of what we 
learned came through trial and error. 

One of the first lessons we learned was to 
dress in layers. A single heavy winter jacket 
is a poor choice for winter hiking. Dressing 
in layers gives you the ability to regulate your 
body temperature in order to avoid becoming 
too hot or too cold for extended periods of 
time. Multiple layers allow you to add and 
remove clothing as needed. 

The key to layering in deep cold is to un- 
derstand that air temperature, body tempera- 
ture and exertion level all work together to 
determine how cold you will feel. You should 
remove as many layers as necessary on the 
ascent to minimize perspiring. 

Zero degrees can feel brutally cold or 
downright balmy depending on how you’re 
dressed and how much you are exerting your- 
self. I have been very comfortable in a sin- 
gle, long-sleeve base layer while hiking up 
a steep incline, while, conversely, I have felt 
incredibly cold wearing four layers of cloth- 
ing while standing still on a summit. 

A good layering system includes one 
or two base layers made of wicking fabrics 
such as polyester, silk or wool; an insulat- 
ing mid-layer, such as fleece or down; and 
a wind/waterproof outer layer that not only 
sheds moisture, but also allows water vapor 
to escape. Look for garments that have mul- 
tiple venting options so that you can dump 
heat as your heart rate goes up during exer- 





Almost there! Julie and Tom Midura close in 
on the summit of 4,003-foot Mt. Isolation. 


tion. For most hikers, pit zips are nonnego- 
tiable. 

Although options abound for each of the 
layers, one thing remains constant: avoid cot- 
ton at all costs. As most experienced hikers 
know, “cotton kills.” 

No, that isn’t a typo. Or hyperbole. Those 
comfortable cotton T-shirts that I love to 
wear in summer could actually be the reason 
for my demise in winter. Let me explain. 

Clothing keeps you warm by trapping 
warm air near your skin. When cotton gets 
wet, either from rain, snow or perspiration, 
it will no longer insulate you because the 
air pockets in the fabric absorb water like a 
sponge. Since cotton retains moisture and 
takes forever to dry, it pulls heat away from 
your body. Add cold temperatures to the 
equation and you are at a high risk of suffer- 
ing from hypothermia. 

When Tom and I first started hiking in 
winter, we heard the mantra, “Be Bold... Start 
Cold.’ That means when you arrive at the 
trailhead and step out of your car, you should 
feel quite chilled. Within 10 to 15 minutes of 
hiking, you will generate enough heat to feel 
warm and comfortable. 

Back then, I was fully aware of that rec- 
ommendation, but I chose to ignore it, due 
mostly from the cold, hard fact that I de- 
spise being cold. When I stepped out of the 
warm car and into the frigid mountain air at 
the trailhead, I wanted an arsenal of cloth- 
ing covering every inch of my body. No way 
was I taking off any layers! So I loosened the 
straps on my backpack to accommodate all 
of the layers that I was wearing and headed 
up the trail looking like Ralph’s little brother 
in “A Christmas Story.” 

And of course, 15 minutes later, I felt like 
a was walking in a sauna. So off came the 
backpack and off came the layers. It took 
many, many... dare I say many... hikes before 
I finally learned my lesson. Now, I suck it up 


Please see HIKING, page 5 
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€© One thing we’ve 
been saying to students 
is that there are no 
silly questions; this is 
the first time we’re all 


living in this scenario 
so we’re trying to really 

be together and figure 
this out together. 99 


South Hadley High School 
Principal Liz Wood jn the story 
“High school offers students 
Steady guidance. ” 
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HIKING from page 4 


and start cold. 

I do, however, carry in my 
pack enough layers for a day 
on Everest. My typical winter 
layering system consists of a 
long sleeve merino wool quar- 
ter-zip top, a synthetic vest, a 
mid-weight fleece jacket, a goose 
down hooded puffy, and a hard 
shell (keep in mind that you may 
need to buy a size up for the out- 
ermost layer, since it will need 
to accommodate all of the layers 
underneath). 

Lower layers and headgear 

The layers for my lower half 
include fleece leggings, a thermal 
hiking skirt, waterproof pants, 
merino wool knee socks, gaiters, 
and 400-gram insulated boots. 

For my head, I usually wear 
a Buff on the ascent and switch 
to a hat on the summit. Since my 
hands are always cold, I carry 
liner gloves, boiled wool mittens, 
fleece mittens, and waterproof 
over-mitts. I always carry hand, 
toe and foot warmers, as well as 
an extra pair of thick wool moun- 
taineering socks and an extra hat. 

Tom and I are willing to carry 
so many layers because we are 
well aware that if things go south 
— and I’m not referring to our di- 
rection of travel — we will survive 
with our hands and feet intact. 
Just three weeks ago, on a brutal- 
ly cold and windy day in January, 
two hikers required a Blackhawk 
helicopter rescue from the flanks 
of Mt. Lafayette in N.H. The pair 
lost the trail in the deep snow. 
They were wearing trail runners 
on their feet, and one of them lost 
his shoes and wallowed barefoot 
through several feet of snow until 
he could no longer go on. 

I shudder to think of how ter- 
rifying and excruciatingly pain- 
ful that must have been. 

Reading about rescues such 
as this one is the reason why we 
carry so much gear during win- 
ter. Being prepared for whatever 
conditions we may encounter is 
essential. The alternative is un- 


mountain of the NH48. 


As we hiked over six and-a- 
half miles in snowshoes to reach 
the summit of our 36th winter 
peak last week, we weren’t wor- 
ried about the cold. We had all of 
the layers we needed... and then 
some. Whenever we stopped for 
a break, we kept our respites brief 
to avoid becoming too chilled. 
The only layers we needed to add 
and remove on the ascent were 
our heavier mittens. 

When we took our final steps 
up the steep, snowy trail onto the 
summit cone five hours from the 
time we started, we were greeted 
to something we rarely experi- 
ence on a mountaintop, especial- 
ly in winter — no wind 

The sun was shining and the 
temps were in the mid-teens. We 
each added one more layer, then 
sat down and spent the next hour 
eating lunch, sipping hot cocoa, 


Tom and Julie Midura celebrating on Mt. Isolation — their 36th 
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As we gazed in absolute awe 
at the prominent mass of 6,288- 
foot Mt. Washington — the tallest 
mountain in New England — my 
heart skipped a beat. The “Rock 
Pile” is one of the 12 remaining 
peaks we have left to climb in 
winter. It is a mountain that com- 
mands respect, as is evidenced 
by the long list of lives that have 
been lost there. But we will wait 
for another perfect weather day 
before attempting to reach her 
summit. 

We’ve made poor choices in 
the past. We’ve hiked up moun- 
tains in conditions that were 
telling us to turn back. We won’t 
tempt fate again. We won’t take 
unnecessary risks. We want to 
live to hike another day, and as 
we all know... the mountain isn’t 
going anywhere. 

Peace, and hike on! 
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Bill designating Lampson 
Brook Farm as a historical 
Site becomes law 


BELCHERTOWN -An act 
providing for the permanent 
protection and stewardship of 
the historic Lampson Brook 
Farm in Belchertown, spon- 
sored by Senator Eric P. Lesser 
was signed into law by Gover- 
nor Charlie Baker. 

Representative Thomas M. 
Petrolati helped secure the pas- 
sage of this legislation in the 
House as one of his final acts 
before completing his term. 
This law allows for the perma- 
nent protection of the five sep- 
arate parcels that make up the 
approximate 430-acre historic 
site known as the Lampson 
Brook Farm. 

“Excited to see the local 
Lampson Brook Farm final- 
ly protected under state law 
through its designation as a 
historical site,’ said former 
Representative Petrolati. “This 
moment comes as a result of 
the careful planning and advo- 
cacy of many members of the 
Belchertown community to 
continue the farm’s education 
programming and sustainable 
farming efforts.” 

Sen. Eric Lesser said there 
is great value to the property. 
“The Lampson Brook Farm 
has served as a valuable farm 
education site, teaching young 
farmers about — sustainable 
farming. The Lampson Brook 
Farm is truly a Belchertown 
treasure and with this law, this 
property will remain available 
under permanent protection 
for present and future genera- 
tions,’ said Senator Eric Less- 
er. “Thank you to the town of 
Belchertown, Representative 


Petrolati, and the many other 


groups that have been part of 
the planning coalition. I am 
excited to see how the contin- 
ued protection and operation 
of this farm will complement 
the ongoing redevelopment of 
the adjacent Belchertown State 
School site.” 

“The Belchertown Select- 
board is very pleased about the 
passage of this legislation; we 
extend our thanks to our part- 
ners in the state legislature, 
Rep. Petrolati and Sen. Less- 
er, who worked hard to see it 
through to becoming law,’ said 
Gail Gramarossa, Selectboard 
chair. “Lampson Brook Farm is 
a beautiful local gem and part 
of our town’s farming history, 
its present and its future.” 

Belchertown ‘Town  Ad- 
ministrator Gary Brougham 
said the act helps to continue 
the rural charcter of the town. 
“Permanently Protecting this 
unique 460-acre piece of ag- 
ricultural land within a half- 
mile of Belchertown’s Historic 
Town Center not only allows 
continued access to valuable 
farm and forest land for future 
generations, but it also main- 
tains the rural character of our 
town and a Historic View Cor- 
ridor treasured by many resi- 
dents,” Brougham said. 

“Preserving and_ protect- 
ing green space in our Com- 
monwealth is vital,’ said Rep. 
Whipps. “Protected land, in- 
cluding this historic property, 
contributes to the health and 
well-being of our residents. I 
was happy to work with Sen- 
ator Lesser and Representative 
Petrolati on this important bill.” 





Photo by Melina Bourdeau 


Lampson Brook Farm was recently designated as a historical site 
by the state. 


and inhaling the beauty of the 
snow-capped peaks all around us. 
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» South Hacley 
High school offers students steady guidance 








By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY: Each year, 


the Guidance Department at South 
Hadley High School plays a signif- 
icant role in the lives of students. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the high school’s counselors have el- 
evated their performance to meet the 
challenges at hand. 


“We are living in a pandemic, and 


there’s a normal amount of anxiety 
that comes along with this unchart- 
ed territory. We’re able to counteract 
that by providing additional services 
to help students feel connected not 
only to the school but to their peers 
and their community,” said interim 
SHHS Principal Elizabeth Wood. 


Wood previously served as the 


high school’s director of guidance 
and counseling services before as- 
suming the role of interim principal 
in December of 2019. 


Wood acknowledged that student 


surveys have shown that students 
are feeling higher levels of social 
isolation than would typically be ob- 
served. To monitor students’ social 
and emotional health, counselors co- 
ordinate confidential meetings over 
Google Chat or Zoom. 


The high school is a Google 


platform school; all students have 


a 


Gmail address, allowing them to 


meet with counselors virtually and 
access other critical resources. 


“We’re scheduling one-to-one 


meetings with students and families. 
We’re in the middle of our junior 
meetings right now; we’ve gotten 
through our senior meetings,” said 
Wood on Feb. 5. 


Surveying students allows the 


high school to monitor their well-be- 
ing and better identify their mental 
health needs. Self and social aware- 
ness surveys are being conducted 


quarterly with students; 


students 


Elizabeth Wood became interim 
Principal at South Hadley High 
School in late 2019; prior to her 
promotion, she served as the 
school’s Director of Guidance and 
Counseling. 


with a noted social emotional dis- 
ability are surveyed more often. 

Surveys revealed that South Had- 
ley high school students have found 
joy in participating in extracurricular 
activities. 

“What we’re able to do to coun- 
teract (isolation) is really focus on 
that the schools have been able to 
still implement sports activities for 
our students,” said Wood. “When we 
saw that come across in our survey, 
we also were able to implement after 
school clubs and activities through 
virtual platforms, which we had not 
been running before.” 

Wood noted that all the high 
school’s counselors have been at the 
school for about a decade, but all 
entered unchartered water when the 
pandemic arrived. The district tried 
to prepare the staff. 

Two weeks of professional de- 
velopment days prior during the 
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late summer focused on the use of 
technology, allowing counselors to 
communicate virtually with students 
early during the school year. 

“Every September, we’re one of 
the very few districts that still does 
individual meetings with students. 
We do individual meetings with stu- 
dents and their families in grades 11 
and 12,’ said Wood. “Each student 
is given an hour-long appointment 
to go over soup to nuts about how 
to apply to colleges and what they 
should be doing now to get ready for 
the fall.” 

Each week, Wood puts out an 
email to the entire student body and 
encourages students to reach out 
with concerns. Wood or a counselor 
will take seriously any inquiry. 

“One thing we’ve been saying 
to students is that there are no silly 
questions; this is the first time we’re 
all living in this scenario so we’re 
trying to really be together and figure 
this out together,’ said Wood. 

Wood has been impressed by the 
counselors’ ability to “up our com- 
munication game,’ ensuring parents 
and students that they have multiple 
ways of accessing information. 

While counselors handle moni- 
toring the mental health of students, 
they must do the same for them- 
selves. Fortunately, South Hadley’s 
counselors have access to one of the 
town’s mental health professionals. 

“We are really fortunate that we 
have supervision with Jim Levine 
from James Levine & Associates 
here in town. All of our district coun- 
selors are given supervision with 
him, and that’s really a landing space 
for them to go access support,” said 
Wood. 

For more information, Wood can 
be reached at Ewood@shschools. 
com. 

Dalton Zbierski can be contacted 
at dzbierski@ turley.com. 
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Coalition introduces 
DisposeRx 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY 
— There are multiple 
ways to dispose of old 
prescription medica- 
tions — throwing them 
in the garbage or flush- 
ing them down the toi- 
let are not among them. 

The South Hadley 
Drug & Alcohol Pre- 
vention is introducing 
a new resource to res- 
idents that will enable 
them to properly dis- 
pose of prescription 
medications from the 
comfort of their own 
home. 

DisposeRx is a 
solution that the co- 
alition has long been 
searching for. When 
a powdered packet of 
DisposeRx is mixed 
with warm water, the 
product transforms any 
form of an opioid drug 
into a biodegradable 
gel that can’t be sepa- 
rated or remade into a 
usable drug. 

Coalition —_ Direc- 
tor Steve Fleming, a 
retired South Hadley Police Officer, stumbled upon 
DisposeRx this past summer. The free program will 
specifically target South Hadley’s elderly population, 
beginning with its 175 homebound seniors. 

“Let’s face it, [seniors] don’t want to leave the 
house. They’re more susceptible than the general pub- 
lic; not only because of their age but because of their 
health conditions. We thought this would be a good 
starting point,’ said Fleming, who is working with the 
Council on Aging to raise awareness of DisposeRx. 

The coalition began searching for new, safe 
methods of medication disposal at the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Massachusetts last March. 
Although it has since reopened, the popular disposal 
kiosk 1n the lobby of the South Hadley Police Depart- 
ment was closed for several months. 

[Fleming] can vouch for how busy that box usual- 
ly is and the poundage that’s usually destroyed that’s 
been dropped off,” said Coalition Coordinator Susan 
Cook. “We became concerned with what folks can do 
about medication that’s hanging around the house so 
we looked at a couple of different options, and this 
summer, Steve found DisposeRx as an option.” 

As children learn remotely, they have more ac- 
cess to medicine cabinets than ever before. Unused 
medications in the cabinets of family members can be 
tempting for youths. 





The South Hadley Drug 

& Alcohol Prevention is 
introducing DisposeRx to 
residents. The solution 
breaks down prescription 
medications into a 

gel that can be safely 
disposed of. 


Please see RX DISPOSAL, page 9 





Lenten grab and go 
lunch on Feb. 19 


SOUTH HADLEY —- A Grab and Go Lenten 
Lunch to benefit the St Patrick’s Ladies Guild’s char- 
itable activities will be offered on Friday, Feb. 19 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the St 

Patrick’s Church parking lot on School Street. 
Lunches will be delivered to your car. 

The menu: lobster roll with choice of vegetable 
rice soup or clam chowder for $15 or tuna salad on 
croissant with choice of vegetable rice soup or clam 
chowder for $9. 

Both come with a bag of chips and dessert. 

Please send a check payable to St Patrick’s Ladies 
Guild with your order to: 

Ladies Guild Grab and Go, St Patrick’s Church, 
30 Main St., South Hadley, MA 01075. 

Orders with payment are due by Feb. 14, 2021. 
Due to COVID-19 concerns, no orders will be ac- 
cepted on Feb. 19. 

Due to COVID-19, the Ladies Guild is unable to 
host its traditional Lenten lunches this year. 
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Tigers to take the ice after long layoff 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


SOUTH HADLEY - After 
a longer than expected layoff, 
the South Hadley High School 
ice hockey team will have an 
opportunity to take the ice for a 
shortened schedule that will run 
from now until the beginning of 
March. 

The Tigers opened up the 
season with games against Chi- 
copee High School and South- 
wick earlier this week. 

Next week, the Tigers are 
scheduled to face Greenfield 
among their several matchups. 
They are also scheduled to face 
Ludlow and Chicopee Compre- 
hensive. All of the teams are usu- 
ally league rivals. 

There are currently six games 
on the Tigers schedule, and more 
may be added depending on how 
weather and other factors coop- 
erate. Most of the teams are two 
weeks ahead of the Tigers, who 
had to wait until near the end of 
January to begin practicing in 
search of an abbreviated regular 
season. 

Originally, the South Hadley 
School Committee voted against 
allowing the Tigers to take the 
ice, citing the spiking num- 
bers of COVID-19 cases in the 
community and throughout the 
region. Basketball was also can- 
celled, and the teams are really 
only allowed to practice, which 
school committee members ar- 
gued was a way for the teams to 
“be together.” 

Hockey did not have that op- 
portunity as ice time was not be- 
ing reserved for teams not play- 





When South Hadley hockey 
takes the ice, they will have to 
deal with no locker rooms. 


ing a season. 

This led to a protest and 
complaints from many of the 
hockey parents, who advocated 
for the team to be able to play 
an abbreviated winter season. 
This came after South Hadley 
High School Athletic Director 
Eric Castonguay had laid out a 
plan for the hockey season to be 
played safely. 

Among the restrictions will 
be limits for fans at Fitzpatrick 
Rink in Holyoke, and there will 
be many protocols players will 
need to follow in order to be able 
to play. 

Rinks have had to be modi- 
fied to have an extended benches 
in order to allow for some social 





Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Benches are also extended temporarily. 


distancing. 

There are rules about penal- 
ty boxes, as only one player will 
be allowed in the penalty box at 
a time while additional players 
sent to the box will have to go 
to another location or the bench. 

While checking and _inci- 
dental contact has always been 
allowed in high school hock- 
ey versus professional hockey 
where fighting also happens, 
high school players must have 
limited contact on the face, and 
only one player from each team 
can be involved in a scrum to get 
a loose puck. 

If a scrum lasts more than 
five seconds, the play will be 
blown dead by the official. 

South Hadley’s team will in- 
clude four players from Granby, 
and the Tigers separation from 
Holyoke will remain as no play- 
ers are involved from the city. 
Holyoke cancelled its winter 
season but will be involved in 





The extended benches will also 
assist with additional penalties. 


the Fall 2 season, which should 
include football and will start in 
early March. 
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Football 
season vote 
reconsidered 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— The actual 
composition of the high school 
football season is back up in 
the air after the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Asso- 
ciation voted to reconsider its 
decision on a format for the 
2021-2022 season. 

Just afew weeks after agree- 
ing on a format that would be 
used this fall, the MIAA Board 
of Directors backtracked on 
the vote, voting overwhelming 
in favor in a special meeting 
last Thursday morning to re- 
consider its decision. 

This fall is set to be the first 
under the new statewide tour- 
nament format that was voted 
into effect in early 2020. Un- 
fortunately, Western Massa- 
chusetts schools did not have 
the opportunity to have one 
final sectional tournament be- 
fore the new tournament for- 
mat takes effect. 

The original vote was to 
have a nine-week season be- 
ginning Labor Day weekend 
and going to the first week of 
November. There would then 
be eight qualifying teams per 
Division to participate in a 
statewide tournament. There 
are currently scheduled to be 
eight divisions in high school 
football though their exact 


composition has not been 
Please see FOOTBALL, 
page 8 





Challenge Cup set to finally debut in 2021 


REGION — After a one- 
year delay, The New England 
Late Model Challenge Cup 
(NELMCC) is finally debuting 
in 2021 — and it will be even 
bigger than originally planned. 
American-Canadian Tour (ACT) 
officials confirmed today that 
nine tracks have signed up for 
the first season of the series that 
will pit weekly Late Model rac- 
ers from across the region in a 
summer-long battle for pride, 
glory, and some serious prize 
money. 

The inaugural Challenge Cup 
was originally slated for the 2020 
season before being pushed back 
a year due to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. The basic format remains 
the same, with registered driv- 
ers taking their 10 best eligible 
finishes at participating tracks 
towards the season-long point 
standings. 

However, the scope of the 
program has grown  tremen- 


dously during the one-year hia- 
tus. Nine tracks from four New 
England states have signed up, 
nearly double the amount that 
were originally registered for 
2020. 

The increase in tracks also 
means an increase in the sea- 
son-ending awards. A guaran- 
teed minimum point fund of 
$14,000 has been posted for the 
Challenge Cup. The $100 reg- 
istration fee for each driver will 
also be added to the point fund 
in full. For example, if 40 driv- 
ers sign up for the series, anoth- 
er $4,000 would be added to the 
point fund for a total of $18,000. 

Should registration be on 
pace with the 2020 pre-pandem- 
ic numbers, the total point fund 
could exceed $20,000. A mini- 
mum prize of $3,000 goes to the 
overall winner. At least the top- 
10 drivers in the final standings 


Please see CUP, page 8 








submitted photo 
Alan Ward is one racer who will be trying to compete in the Late Model Challenge Cup this year. 
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Full slate of Mass 
Golf championships 
return this season 


NORTON — Mass Golf is 
excited to announce the return 
of a full schedule for Champi- 
onships and Women’s Champi- 
onships during the 2021 season. 
While Mass Golf was able to 
conduct a majority of its events 
and qualifiers in 2020, this 
year’s slate will also include the 
return of events canceled last 
year due to COVID-19, such as 
the Massachusetts Open. 

According to Kevin El- 
dridge, Mass Golf’s Director 
of Rules and Competitions, 
about 60 championship events, 
including 18-hole  qualify- 
ing rounds, are being sched- 
uled, and they will take place 
at 63 different Mass Golf 
Member Clubs. In total, more 
than 4,600 registrations are 
expected. “This year’s lineup 
of championship events and 
qualifiers wouldn’t have been 
possible without the support 


and dedication of all our host 
clubs,” Eldridge said. 

“As we enter into what we 
plan to be a full season of Mass 
Golf events, we remain com- 
mitted to maintaining the level 
of care and attention put to- 
wards keeping our competitors, 
volunteers, host club personnel, 
and staff safe,’ said Jesse Men- 
achem, Mass Golf Executive 
Director/CEO. “Statewide and 
nationally, golf was recognized 
as a Safe recreational activity 
during times of great restric- 
tion and we are confident that 
we will keep this positive mo- 
mentum surrounding the sport 
going into the 2021 season.” 

Online’ registrations for 
2021 Mass Golf events will be- 
gin in early March. Additional 
details surrounding the new 
registration platform and the 
registration open dates will be 
provided in the coming weeks. 





CUP from page 7 


will receive payouts. 

Several big contingency and 
raffle awards have been post- 
ed, adding even more value to 
the program for racer. A Port 
City Chassis by Crazy Horse 
Racing will be raffled off at 
season’s end. To qualify for 
the chassis raffle, drivers must 
register by the deadline and at- 
tempt to qualify for at least 10 
point-counting events. 

ARBodies and Five Star 
Bodies are each awarding a 
$500 product certificate. Driv- 
ers who finish in the overall 
top-10 and have declared they 
are running an AR or Five Star 
body will be eligible for these 
raffles. 

Drivers who register by the 
early-entry deadline of March 
1 will also be entered into a 
Hoosier Tire raffle. Two ran- 
domly chosen entrants each re- 
ceive two free ACT Late Model 
tires from Hoosier. ACT will 
also honor the tire awards of 
the 2020 pre-pandemic raffle 
winners if they register for this 
year’s Challenge Cup. 

“This program is a huge step 
forward for weekly Late Model 
racing in New England,’ ACT 
managing partner Cris Michaud 
said. “The Challenge Cup was 
one of the things we were most 
excited about in 2020 before 
the pandemic. Now, with nearly 
twice as many tracks on board 
plus some great contingency 
partners, it’s going to be even 
bigger for teams and fans.” 

“Weekly racers are the 
backbone of the sport, and it’s 
important to reward them for 
their efforts,’ Michaud went 
on. “We’ve come up with a pro- 
gram that does so and which we 
think will boost car counts and 
action throughout the region.” 

Four tracks from the origi- 
nal 2020 slate will return for the 
2021 debut: Barre, VT’s Thun- 
der Road Speedbowl; North 
Woodstock, NH’s White Moun- 
tain Motorsports Park; Con- 
necticut’s Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park; and Massa- 
chusetts’ Seekonk Speedway. 

Five other tracks have joined 
the Challenge Cup. Connecti- 


cut’s New London-Waterford 
Speedbowl will be the second 
Connecticut track. Further- 
more, four tracks from the New 
Hampshire Short Track Racing 
Association (NHSTRA) have 
signed up: Monadnock Speed- 
way, Lee USA Speedway, Hud- 
son Speedway, and Claremont 
Speedway. 

Any competitor at the four 
NHSTRA tracks must use the 
ACT Late Model rules option 
the organization has introduced 
for the 2021 season. In other 
words, cars need to be 100% 
ACT legal for drivers to earn 
Challenge Cup points. 

All weekly Late Model 
features at participating tracks 
will be eligible for the Chal- 
lenge Cup. Registered drivers 
can earn Challenge Cup points 
at any of the nine tracks. For 
example, a Thunder Road Late 
Model regular can also earn 
points at White Mountain, and 
a Thompson Speedway regu- 
lar can also earn points at New 
London-Waterford Speedbowl 
or Monadnock Speedway. 

A driver’s 10 best perfor- 
mances across all tracks count 
towards their NELMCC otal. 
Points will be awarded based 
on finishing position, car count, 
and cars passed. The full sys- 
tem is available at www.acttour. 
com/NELMCC. 

Participating tracks are re- 
sponsible for reporting results 
to the ACT offices. ACT Late 
Model Tour events and “open 
events” at these tracks are not 
eligible for Challenge Cup 
points. 

To register for the New En- 
gland Late Model Challenge 
Cup, drivers must submit the 
entry form along with a $100 
registration fee by Monday, 
April 5. Entries postmarked by 
Monday, March 1 will be eligi- 
ble for the Hoosier tire drawing. 
The entry form and point system 
outline are available at www. 
acttour.com/NELMCC and on 
participating track websites. 
For more information, contact 
the ACT offices at (802) 244- 
6963, media@acttour.com, or 
visit www.acttour.com. You can 
also get updates on Facebook 
and Twitter at @ACTTour. 





Reminder 


Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW — Western United 
Pioneers FC is excited to offer a 
soccer clinic in Pelham, MA for 
players in the Massachusetts 
North Region. The clinic pro- 
vides off-season training and 
skill development by WUP FC 
coaches. The second sessions 
available. 

This program is offered to 
boys and girls born in 2010, 
2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. The 
four-week program includes one 
practice per week for a total of 
$65 per session. Sessions will 
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determined. Most other high 
school sports will be divided 
into five divisions in order to 
level the competition throughout 
the state. 

One other proposal present- 
ed a few weeks back was to have 
an eight-week qualifying cam- 
paign, much similar to the exist- 
ing format. The only difference 
being the fact the playoffs will 
be a state tournament instead of a 
four-team sectional, followed by 
state semifinals. The state finals 
would still be scheduled to take 
place after Thanksgiving, and 
Thanksgiving holiday matchups 
could still be preserved. 

One thing that would change 
are the consolation games that 
occurred among _ non-playoff 
teams. The consolation games 
were determined by a committee 
in the MIAA for Weeks 9 and 10 
as a way to bridge the gap for 
teams between the eight-week 
qualifying season and Thanks- 
giving. 

Now, the MIAA is not plan- 
ning to specifically come up 
with matchups, but one area 


consist of a max of 15 players 
per field (COVID regulation for 
the players’ safety). 


SESSION 2: MONDAYS 
2/22, 3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 
and 2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 
2011, and 2012: Session is at 6 
p.m. 

The sessions will be held at 
Pelham Elementary School at 
45 Amherst Road, Pelham, MA 
01002. 


athletic director, Agawam’s Da- 
vid Stratton, said a local orga- 
nization, like the PVIAC, could 
determine non-playoff games 
based on who is not involved in 
the tournament. 

“If we did non-playoff 
games, it would have to be done 
on a local level,” said Stratton. 

Following the  reconsider- 
ation vote, there was a motion 
for the nine-week season again, 
but it was defeated. 

Now, the exact regular sea- 
son format will have to wait until 
a future meeting as the meeting 
concluded without a new vote 
on how many weeks the regular 
season will be. 

In Western Massachusetts, 
teams will still be playing in 
competitive conferences, which 
usually consist of five to seven 
teams. Depending on whether 
the regular season will be eight 
or nine weeks, teams would 
have to pick up independent 
games against non-conference 
teams. 

Football teams will have an 
opportunity to play again in the 
Fall 2 season, set for next month. 
However, there will be no play- 
offs for the Fall 2 season. 


February 12, 2021 


Hampshire 
association 
seeking umpires 


REGION — The Hamp- 
shire Franklin Baseball Um- 
pire Association (HFBUA) 
is planning to conduct class- 
es for the 2021 baseball 
season following all recom- 
mended COVID-19 proto- 
cols including the possibili- 
ty of on-line instruction. The 
association covers umpiring 
of scholastic baseball for all 
of Hampshire and Franklin 
county schools registered 
under MIAA and several 
other baseball leagues in the 
area. If you are interested 
in umpiring baseball or ob- 
taining further information 
regarding the upcoming 
classes please contact Roger 
Booth - Secretary/Treasurer 
of the HFBUA via email at 
quilthunter@comcast.net. 





sign-ups now 
available for 2021 
Relics softball 


LUDLOW -— The West- 
ern Mass Relics has opened 
registration for the 2021 Se- 
nior Softball Season. The 
Silver Division (age 50 to 
64) has filled 36 of the 112 
spots and the Gold Division 
(65-and-up) has filled 32 
of the 96 spots. The regis- 
trations are accepted on a 
first come first serve basis. 
All our games are played at 
the Fish & Game in Ludlow. 
For further information or 
to register go to http://www. 
westernmassrelics.org. 
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that Superintendent position,’ 
said Trustee Isaac Mass. “They 
should have capability; even 
having a background or knowl- 
edge in a medical environment.” 

When the outbreak escalated 
in March 2020, former Soldiers’ 
Home Superintendent Walsh 
did not make critical inquiries 
or request assistance in a time- 
ly manner before acting inside 
of the facility, where at least 
80 staff members and an addi- 
tional 84 veterans contracted 
COVID-19 in 2020. 

Despite his decorated mili- 
tary career, Walsh was inexpe- 
rienced in operating a 24/7 care 
facility. Prior to the pandemic, 
Marylou Sudders, the state’s 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, had several reserva- 
tions concerning Walsh’s capa- 
bility and encouraged him enroll 
in the career program at Suffolk 
University. 

“My concern about the su- 
perintendent was that since he 
had a distinguished military 
background but had not worked 
in 24/7 congregate care, long- 
term care background, there 
was a strong belief to [employ] 
a deputy who had that kind of 
background to balance the skill- 
set the Superintendent had,” 
said Sudders. 

It wasn’t until Dec. 20, 2020, 
long after Walsh’s firing, that 
the Executive Office of Health 
and Human Services announced 
Glen Hevy as Deputy; Hevy 
was previously the senior oper- 
ations official for Patient Care 


Services at the 400-bed Bedford 
VA Medical Center. 

Mass reiterated that a “lack 
of leadership” led to last year’s 
outbreak. He voiced confidence 
in the interim Superintendent, 
Michael Lazo. 

[Lazo] is acutely aware of 
the issues of the Soldiers Home 
and the resources that are avail- 
able to him,” said Mass. ““While 
long-term our, or at least my, 
hope is to have someone who 
is [medically] qualified, in the 
Short term, I think that we are 
covered in the leadership and 
staffing at the home if there’s 
additional crisis that comes up.” 

Trustee Kevin Jourdain, the 
Soldiers’ Home’s former Chair, 
is promoting the creation of a 
crisis hotline that would connect 
veterans, staff and family mem- 
bers with an outside agency. 

Jourdain regretted that the 
board was unable to assist in a 
greater capacity during the out- 
break at the Soldiers’ Home. He 
believed that the body is treated 
by state officials as an advisory 
board, when, in fact, statutes 
give it much greater authority. 

“If you don’t know the na- 
ture of the work, you just take 
at face value what you’re told by 
people in charge,” said Jourdain. 
“Tl say it again on the record. 
They act like we don’t matter 
because they’re literally saying, 
one, ‘We’re going to [act] irre- 
spective of the board, basical- 
ly.” 

Jourdain was frustrated 
about the slow process of bring- 
ing a new facility to Holyoke. 
He felt as though the state ig- 


nored the trustees as it goes 
about pushing a capital plan for 
a $300 million home. 

The current plan is for a 192- 
bed facility with a caveat for an 
additional floor that would cre- 
ate space for an additional 37 
beds. Mass said that the state’s 
proposal has been poorly re- 
ceived by some parties. 

“That is certainly far lower 
than what the Holyoke Soldiers 
Home Coalition is advocat- 
ing for 280 beds,’ said Mass. 
“There are some _ additional 
complications in that the nature 
of healthcare is changing for 
veterans coming back. There are 
more instances related to TBI is- 
sues and behavior health issues. 
The plan that was presented to 
us does not contemplate beds 
for those services.” 

State Senator John Veils 
of the Second Hampden and 
Hampshire District agreed that 
more services must be provid- 
ed. He found it unfortunate that 
lives were lost before the need 
for improvements was widely 
accepted. 

“These are the kinds of 
things that, unfortunately, we 
don’t talk about until a tragedy 
strikes. We have a lot of families 
of veterans who don’t have their 
loved ones anymore,” said Velis. 
“Tt’s very easy for us to be Mon- 
day morning quarterbacks, but 
there are certain things you look 
at; there could have been a more 
expedient resolution.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer and can be found at dz- 
bierski@ turley.com. 
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COLLEGE NOTES 


Hannah Pomerantz earns Dean’s List 
at Assumption University’s 

WORCESTER — Assumption Univer- 
sity has announced that Hannah Pomer- 
antz, of Granby, Class of 2021, has been 
named to the University’s Dean’s List 
for the fall 2020 semester. Students must 
achieve a grade point average of 3.5 for 
a five-class, 15-credit semester to be in- 
cluded on the prestigious list, which is 
announced at the completion of the fall 
and spring semesters. Due to the pandem- 
ic, this fall semester was divided into two 
accelerated seven-week terms. 

“This semester, our students faced un- 
precedented challenges due to the global 
pandemic,’ said Francesco C. Cesareo, 
Ph.D., president of Assumption College. 
“Following a rapid transition to remote 
learning, students adapted to the new 
form of education delivery amid difficult 
circumstances. The Assumption commu- 
nity is proud of these students who, de- 
spite the distractions of the COVID-19 
situation, were able to remain focused and 
maintain a commitment to their academic 
programs.” 


Matthew Mokrzecki graduates 
from Jacksonville State 
JACKSONVILLE, AL —- Matthew 
Mokrzecki of South Hadley graduated 
from Jacksonville State University in De- 
cember with a MS in Emergency Man- 
agement. 


Hope Earle of South Hadley presents 
at Lasell University Symposium 
NEWTON — Hope Earle, a Lasell 

University student from South Hadley, 
presented at the University’s Fall Career 
Readiness Symposium in December. 
Earle performed a virtual Service 
Quality Audit of dining services at Lasell 
Village, the University’s on-campus con- 
tinuing care retirement community. The 
audit was a part of a term project for a 
course on service quality in hospitality. 
Students performed a literature review 
and management interviews, and con- 
ducted a survey of Lasell Village residents 
to identify areas of potential strength and 
weakness. They also conducted a culture 
assessment and shared final recommenda- 
tions with the dining service provider. 


Nicholas Gaston named 
to SNHU Dean’s List 

MANCHESTER, NH — Nicholas Gas- 
ton of South Hadley has been named to 
Southern New Hampshire University’s 
fall 2020 Dean’s List. Eligibility for the 
Dean’s List requires that a student accu- 
mulate an academic grade point average 
of 3.5-3.699 and earn 12 credits for the 
semester. 


Tabitha Collins named to 
SNHU President’s List 

MANCHESTER, NH — Tabitha Col- 
lins of Granby has been named to South- 
ern New Hampshire University’s fall 
2020 President’s List. Eligibility for the 
President’s List requires that a student 
accumulate an academic grade point aver- 
age of 3.7-4.0 and earn 12 credits for the 
semester. 





Holyoke Medical Center seeks 
blood and plasma donors 


Staff report 


HOLYOKE — Holyoke Medical Cen- 
ter is actively seeking blood and convales- 
cent plasma donors. The center’s Blood 
Bank depends on area residents, their 
friends and neighbors to help meet the 
transfusion needs of the local community. 

“The demand for convalescent plasma 
is higher than the supply that has been 
donated throughout the region. People 
who have recovered from COVID-19 are 
encouraged to make a donation and help 
save the lives of up to two people in our 
community,” said Jon Gronbach, director 
of laboratory services at Holyoke Medical 
Center. 

Convalescent plasma is a liquid com- 
ponent of blood from patients who have 
recovered from COVID-19. Patients who 
have recovered from the disease have an- 
tibodies to protect themselves to fight the 
virus. By making a blood and convales- 


cent plasma donation, recovered patients 
can help others fight COVID-19 as well. 

Blood and convalescent plasma sup- 
plies continue to be low and shortages 
persist in all categories. Emergency sup- 
plies from the Red Cross are often limit- 
ed. More than 75 percent of the blood and 
convalescent plasma needed by patients at 
the medical center comes from people liv- 
ing in Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley 
and the surrounding communities. 

All eligible donors will receive a free 
recognition gift for their donation, and 
eligible convalescent plasma donors will 
receive a free COVID IgG test. 

The Blood Bank, located on the first 
floor of Holyoke Medical Center, is open 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Appointments are required. 

For further information or to sched- 
ule an appointment, call the HMC Blood 
Bank at 413-534-2591. 
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FPUDIIC Safety 


SOUTH HADLEY POLICE LOG 


Compiled by Melina Bourdeau 
Townreminder®@ turley.com 


Editor’s note: The following are 
brief explanations of select entries in the 
South Hadley Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of Jan. 18, 2020 to Jan. 24, 
2021. The information was provided by 
Chief Jennifer Gundersen based on re- 
view of the detailed log summary. This 
feature is designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of the calls po- 
lice respond to every day. Mass General 
Law prohibits the release of names of 
those arrested for domestic incidents. 


Monday, Jan. 18 

4:23 p.m. — An anonymous woman 
turned in a bag to the station. The bag 
contained a quantity of what was be- 
lieved to be over 60 bags of heroin. It 
was unknown where the heroin came 
from or to whom the bags belonged. 

8:13 p.m. — Ciera Atherton, 23, of 
10 Spring St, South Hadley was arrest- 
ed on a charge of possession of class A 
drugs. Brett Parent, 25, of 10 Spring St., 
South Hadley was arrested two warrants 
and charges of resisting arrest and two 
charges of assault and battery on a police 
officer. Officers on patrol believed they 
saw a hand-to-hand drug _ transaction 
on Newton St. After further investiga- 
tion, the officer approached a vehicle in 
a parking lot on Newton St. and spoke 
with its occupants. The officer saw nu- 
merous wax paper envelope bags used 
to package heroin. The female occupant 
was placed under arrest for possession. 
She was arraigned the next day in the 
Eastern Hampshire District Court. The 
secondary occupant was identified and 
the officer was aware of their outstand- 
ing warrants. One warrant was out the 
Holyoke district and the other was out 
of Springfield district. Upon exiting the 
vehicle, the male suspect attempted to 
flee the police. They were eventually re- 
strained and taken into custody. The sus- 
pect was found to be in possession of a 
pipe believed to be used to smoke crack/ 
cocaine. During a search of the vehicle, 
officers came across $100 counterfeit 
note which was seized for destruction. 


Tuesday Jan. 19 

9:55 am. — Officers responded to 
Hillside Ave for a report of malicious 
damage to a vehicle. Officers spoke with 
a resident who found their driver side 
tires were completed flat and the driver’s 
side window was smashed. A small rock 
on found driver’s seat was believed to be 
used to break the window. The vehicle 
was parked overnight when the resident 
woke up the following morning they 
found the damage. Surveillance footage 
showed two individuals in the area of the 
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The coalition strives to help teen- 
agers make good decisions by mak- 
ing prescription medications less 
readily available to them. Student 
Resource Ofc. Joshua Helems fully 
supports the coalition’s introduction 
of DisposeRx. 

“T think it’s going to be a great 
option for folks who can’t get out of 
the house or don’t want to make the 
trip necessarily if they’re concerned 
with COVID or any other factors that 
they have going on. It’s definitely a 
good alternative method to dropping 
it off at the PD for anybody, espe- 
cially the seniors,” said Helems. 

Each year, nearly 60,000 children 
under the age of five visit the Emer- 
gency Room after being poisoned by 
unsecured medications, and 70% of 
people with opioid abuse disorders 
have taken other people’s drugs, the 
coalition reported. 


On an annual basis, over 600 
million prescriptions go unused, and 
left over pills can spark addiction or 
even lead to death. 

Throwing medications in the 
garbage or flushing them down the 
toilet is highly detrimental to the en- 
vironment. Pharmaceuticals can pol- 
lute the water supply and expose res- 
idents to the many chemicals found 
in medications. 

“T do think traditionally older 
folks thought the best way to get rid 
of medication was the toilet,’ said 
Cook. “We just don’t want to do 
that to our public water supply; it’s 
something that has been mentioned 
by the Board of Health. I know our 
drinking water in different towns has 
elevated levels of different medica- 
tions, and that’s become a concern.” 

DisposeRx powder was designed 
to mitigate the risk. When the pow- 
der and water are added to a pre- 
scription vial and shaken for 30 sec- 


onds, the gel that is formed can be 
disposed of in the household trash. 

The coalition secured 300 free 
packets from DisposeRx and is 
working to purchase more, using 
federal grant money. Fleming noted 
that packets bought in bulk cost ap- 
proximately $1.20 or less. 

Packets can also be purchased at 
number of local stores and pharma- 
cles. 

Beyond preserving the environ- 
ment, keeping children and teenag- 
ers safe is the coalition’s primary 
concern. In addition to the kiosk lo- 
cated in the police station on Bridge 
St, DisposeRx could be a viable an- 
swer to a longstanding problem. 

“It’s a community effort,’ said 
Cook. “If we can get [residents] to 
be aware of what’s in their medicine 
chests and what kids are vulnerable 
to; it’s really important to us.” 





vehicle quality was such unable to make 
identification. No information is avail- 
able at this time. 


Wednesday, Jan. 20 

3:58 p.m. — Officers responded on 
report of a two-vehicle crash on Elm St. 
Upon arrival, a person identified them- 
selves as driving school instructor. They 
reported a student was parallel parking 
and stuck a parked vehicle causing mi- 
nor visible damage to the driving school 
car and no visible damage to the other 
vehicle. 


Thursday, Jan. 21 

5:28 p.m. — Officers responded to 
a one-vehicle crash on Woodbridge St. 
The operator was travelling north on 
Woodbridge St. when they reported they 
had an issue with the vehicle’s power 
steering and failed to negotiate a curve 
in the road, going off the roadway. The 
vehicle crossed the opposite lane and 
struck a stone wall as well as a traffic 
sign. The vehicle was towed from the 
scene and the operator was issued a 
warning for a marked lanes violation. 

6:16 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
vacant home on Overlook Dr. for a report 
of someone hearing a cat from the base- 
ment. Upon checking, the officers found 
the basement was flooded with eight to 
10 inches of water. Officers were unable 
find the cat, but Fire District 1 took over 
the scene to render it safe. 


Friday, Jan. 22 

2:50 a.m. — An officer observed a ve- 
hicle travelling north on Rt. 202 make 
a quick turn onto Lyman St. speeding 
down the street. The officer attempted 
to catch up to the vehicle, but lost track. 
The officer later noticed a vehicle with 
the driver’s side tail light out turning 
onto Newton St. and attempted to catch 
up to it. The officer eventually tried to 
stop the vehicle with the tail light out, 
but vehicle failed to slow, speeding up 
instead. The officer notified Holyoke 
and Chicopee Police Departments of 
the pursuit and continued to follow the 
vehicle at a distance until Holyoke and 
Massachusetts State Police took over. 
It was reported the officers eventually 
lost the vehicle in the Springfield area. 
During interaction, officers were able to 
get the license plate revealing the vehi- 
cle was stolen from Connecticut. During 
that same time, officers were dispatched 
to area of a Bunker Hill residence for a 
report of an ongoing breaking and en- 
tering call. Upon arrival, officers saw 
people going to vehicles in the area and 
several residents reported their vehicles 
were entered — eight of them none of 
them appeared to have anything taken. 
There are no suspects at this time. 


The Town Reminder Is on 
Facebook. Log on today 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA !"'SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


Reminder 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


CASH PAID FOR Smith & Wesson 
wooden gun grips. One set or a box 
full. Call (413)246-4966. 


1 RKKKKKKA 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
“— Removal Service 


2***kxkx* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 







APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





GRANBY 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 







BELCHERTOWN 


WEST 
Sof BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON a 





Add $10 for a second Zone 
34 50 835.00 35.50 "33500 or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price 
Address: Add a second ZONE 
Town: State:__ Zip: Add a third ZONE 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
Credit Card: U MasterCard UVISA 4 Discover Cash UW Check# x Number of Weeks 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY 





EAST hs | 
BROOKFIELD 






WALES ( HOLLAND 






Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 






Suburban 











WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


¢ WILBRAHAM 





Includes 
additional words 
$10.00 
- Run my ad in the 
$5 00 following ZONE(s): 
: Quabbin 
_} 
WEEK! 
] 
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HOME 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


DEVEREUX is looking for individuals 
who are interested in becoming foster 
parents. We are looking for individuals 
who are caring and would be able to 
provide a stable and caring home for 
youth who have experienced abuse or 
neglect in their lives. Devereux pro- 
vides free training and ongoing staff 
support. For more information call 
Maureen at (413)209-7677 mben- 
net9@devereux.org or Janet at 
(508)713-3895 jknapp@devere- 
ux.org 


PODIATRY OFFICE 25 to 30 hours 
a week. Portuguese or Spanish speak- 
ing helpful. Medical and computer 
experience helpful but willing to train 


the right person. Ludlow (413)589- 
7287 or email CV to podbill @aol.com 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 





TOWN OF GRANBY 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
under Chapter 138 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws 
that the Granby Selectboard 
will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, March 1, 2021 
at 5:30 P.M. at *10-B West 
State Street (Senior Center 
Building) 1.) to consider the 
transfer of a retail Section 15 
Package Store-All Alcoholic 
Beverage (Off Premises) 
License from Ayan Liquors 
Inc. to Pusphira Inc. and 2.) 
to consider Padmashri V 
Patel as Manager. Premises 
described as follows: 
Business with full basement, 
front entrance and side rear 
entrance located at 60 West 
State Street, Granby MA 

*Members of the public 
can attend virtually by phone 
at +1 (646) 749-3122 using 
Access Code: 

540-390-437 or by vis- 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


iting https://global.gotomeet- 
ing.com/join/540390437. 
Anyone wishing infor- 
mation and/or to be heard on 
this matter should appear at 
the time and place designat- 
ed. 
Jay. J. Joyce 
Jennifer A. Silva 
Glen N. Sexton 
Granby Selectboard 
Licensing Commissioners 
02/12/2021 


Town of South Hadley, 
Massachusetts Conservation 
Commission 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC MEETING 

The South Hadley 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a Public Meeting 
pursuant to the Wetlands 
Protection Act MGL Chapter 
131, Section 40 and the 
South Hadley Wetlands 
Bylaw (Chapter 240 General 


Reminder 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 
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2021 


TAX 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


Call For An ARS 
Appointment |<237™> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Baw 
a 
— 


Bruce J. Charwick 


| AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 
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Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


TIME 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 





Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
“s <em>) Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 





David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kiftchentabletaxes.com 


\V/s) eral) aim heb. @rslalem mlatclaleiclietsialslests 


IRS Problems? 
|) ar -  d eoyc-t-s-j (eo) at-| ma t-lele|(- mace) am’ Lo) ee 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 





CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


Call to place your 
classified ad: 





Bylaws), to consider a 
Request for Determination 
filed by Daniel R. Blaney 
for construction of a sea- 
sonal floating dock on the 
Connecticut River at 317 
River Road (Map 23, Parcel 
95; Map 22, Parcel 01). 

The meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, March 10, 
2021 at 6:00 p.m. virtually. 
Due to the State of Emergency 
related to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, login information will 
be provided with the posted 
agenda on the Town website. 

A copy of the Request for 
Determination is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office, Room U6, in the 
Town Hall, and is available 
to the public for inspection 
by appointment between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday thru Friday. 
Plans are also available online 
at www.southhadley.org/603/ 
Project-Plans. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


° Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent 
& Vacation Rentals 


¢ Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time 
Career Opportunities 


413-283-8393 


Classifieds 
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HPUlliIc Notices 


Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard should 
appear at the time and place 
designated. 

Bill DeLuca 
Conservation Chair 
02/12/2021 


GRANBY 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with 

MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 9, the 
Granby Planning Board will 
hold a virtual public hear- 
ing using GoToMeeting on 
February 22, 2021, at 5:15 
PM. The nature of the hear- 
ing is to consider the petition 
of John Placzek, Applicant 
and Owner, seeking Site 
Plan Approval under Section 
6.3 of the Granby Zoning 
Bylaws and applicable of 
Section III — Regulations, 
3.7.5 — Accessory Uses, 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 


public notice web site to search all notices in 


regarding a private garage 
or stables exceeding Twelve 
Hundred (1200) square feet 
in area for a detached garage 
for hobby storage at 107R 
Carver Street, Granby, MA. 

Members of the pub- 
lic can attend virtually by 
phone at +1 (408) 650-3123 
using Access Code: 271-907- 
781 or by visiting https:// 
global.gotomeeting.com/ 
join/271907781. 

The complete applications 
and plans are available for 
public inspection during regu- 
lar business hours (9:00AM — 
3:00 PM, Monday-Thursday, 
and 9:00AM — 12:00 PM 
Fridays) at the Selectmen’s 
Office located in the Granby 
Senior Center Building, 
2nd Floor, 10-B West State 
Street, Granby, MA 01033. 
Additionally, copies of the 
plan and application may be 
inspected on the Planning 
Board’s web page at www. 


granby-ma.gov. 

Anyone wishing informa- 
tion and/or to be heard on this 
matter should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

James Trompke, Chair 
Granby Planning Board 
02/05, 02/12/2021 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 
Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





VISTT 


www.publicnotices.turley.com 





Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


Page 12 


The White 
Family built a 
snowman in 
Granby on Feb. 
9 during their 
snow day. 


FOR BUSINESS 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10om; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm:; 
Sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 








Courtesy photo 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 


able for any error in 


an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Courtesy photo 


Granby library celebrates the Chinese New Year, which begins Feb. 12. 


Gong Hei Fat Choy! 
Happy Chinese New Year! 


Upcoming events at the 
Granby library 


Staff report 


GRANBY - Get ready for Chinese 
New year, “the year of the rat,’ which 
begins on Feb. 12, with the dragon pup- 
pet take and make bag at the Granby L1i- 
brary. Ask for picture books about Chi- 
nese New Year too! 

Curbside pickup make and take bags 
go fast, is it advised that you reserve a 
bag before coming to pick one up in the 
library lobby during open hours. Call 
the library during open hours to reserve 
a bag at 413-467-3320. Library hours 
are from Tuesday through Friday from 
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 


Granby Library’s February school 
vacation week Feb. 16 to 19 


Elephant and Piggie 
Friendiversary Fun 
Sign up for “Friendiversary” fun 
pack & ask to borrow some Elephants 
and Piggie books too! Call the library 
during open hours to sign up. 


Your fun pack will include an Ele- 
phant and Piggie goodie, activity sheets 
and a raffle ticket for an Elephant and 
Piggie Biggie book and cut outs. 

If you sign up, your pack will be in 
the library lobby for curbside pickup this 
week, with your child’s first name and 
last initial on it. 


Do you want to build a snow castle? 

Stop by the Library Lobby this week 
for a Marshmallow Building Bag. 

Have fun creating a castle with 
marshmallows and toothpicks. 

Visit the library website or Face- 
book Granby Library Children’s Room 
Page for updates. 

If you’d like to be added to our youth 
email newsletter list - email Janice at 
janicemcardlegp!l @ gmail.com. 


Our advertisers make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Town Reminder 


WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


J ITTAN ®ITALKS 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty, students and 
learn all about WMA programs and community. 


d ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES 


TUESDAY - 


*6 PM EST 


Middle School 


WEDNESDAY - 


*6 PM EST 


ACADEMICS & S700EW7 LUE 


THURSDAY - 


a PM EST 


Ri 


www wina us/titantalke 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY / GRADES 6 - 12, PG / COEDUCATIONAL / BOARDING & DAY 


